
We’re excited to announce the 
hiring of a new Home Director.

Jessica Gonzalez is 28 years old, 
grew up in Cameron Park, graduated 
from Ponderosa High School in 2007 
and earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology with a minor in Human 
Development from UC Davis in 2011.

For the past two years, Jessica 
worked for El Dorado County Mental 
Health Services as a Mental Health 
Worker II at a transitional living 
facility in South Lake Tahoe. The 
facility has six residents, both men 
and women ranging in age from 
19 - 60 with mental illnesses, and a 
history of drug use and incarceration. 
She was responsible for providing 
client support with medication 
compliance, recovery treatment, and 
symptom management; enforcing 
the house rules; administering drug 
tests; documenting client behavior; 
coordinating house maintenance; 
educating clients on independent 
living skills; managing client 
appointments; creating criminogenic-
focused curriculum for group therapy; 
maintaining and compiling quarterly 
reports for the grant-funded programs; 
and providing monthly status reports 
to the South Lake Tahoe Intensive 
Case Management Team.

Prior to this, Jessica worked for 
three years as a Residential Counselor 
for Paradise Oaks Youth Services 
in Citrus Heights. This is a Level II 
group home for males, age 8 to 18, 
with severe emotional and behavioral 
needs. In this capacity she provided 
case management and counseling to 
youth in the juvenile justice and foster 
care systems; created detailed activity 

schedules; managed their medical, 
dental, counseling and academic 
tutoring appointments; maintained 
vehicle mileage, gas and petty 
cash records; assisted with grocery 
shopping and house maintenance; 
and carried out client treatment 
plans including administering daily 
medications and observing and 
documenting client behavior.

Jessica is a practicing Catholic 
at both Holy Trinity Parish and St. 
Theresa Catholic church in South Lake 
Tahoe. At Holy Trinity, she is a member 
of the Bread Baking Ministry, was a 
catechist for three years and was an 
assistant coach for the girls volleyball 
and basketball programs. Jessica also 
volunteers at the Upper Room.

She is the perfect fit for our 
program and we look forward to 
working closely with her for years  
to come.
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Welcome Jessica Gonzalez,  
New Home Director

Jessica Gonzalez

An Evening of Elegance  
Dinner and Auction

Saturday, February 3, 2018
Our annual dinner and auction 
fundraiser is the premier event 
where businesses and community 
members come together to provide 
essential funding ensuring ongoing 
services offered by the home. 
The event has sold out every year. 
You are encouraged to make 
your reservations early. Also, for 
just a small additional donation, 
please consider putting together a 
sponsorship table for eight to  
further help support the home.  
Please contact Norm Rogoway,  
Event Chair (916) 934-6925 
(normr7432@gmail.com) for 
ticket information or Jane Meuser, 
Sponsorship Chair (530) 622-0848 
(janemeu@sbcglobal.net) for 
sponsorship information. Invitations 
will be mailed at the end of Dec.
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Gurnell Hall, St. Patrick 
Church, Placerville, was the 
venue for the 19th Annual MTMH 
Luncheon on Oct. 1, 2017. The 
hall was full of fantastically 
decorated tablescapes, with 
themes ranging from holidays, 
to movies, nature, and food to 
name a few. 

Guests enjoyed an Italian-
themed buffet, live auction, 
raffles baskets, and wine raffle. Former 

MTMH board chair, Norma Hansler, 
was recognized for her years of service 

to the home. 
Another special part of 

the day was a talk given by a 
former resident of the MTMH 
who explained how the home 
helped her and her baby during 
a difficult time. 

Anyone interested in  
helping with next year’s 
luncheon can contact Betty 
Ackley at ackley@jps.net. Also, 

please follow the MTMH on Facebook.

19th Annual Fall Luncheon a Big Success
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Poverty, Homelessness, Drug 
Addiction – we can be overwhelmed by 
the serious problems we see each day in 
our own community. We feel compelled 
to do something to solve these problems, 
but the question is, what can we really 
do? The board of the Mother Teresa 
Maternity Home invites you to join us 
in working on a solution, one day, one 
woman, one infant at a time.

For the past 19 years, the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home has served 
over 330 pregnant homeless women, 
providing a safe, drug-free home for 
the duration of their pregnancy and 
for three months after the birth of their child. We house 
six women at a time, providing them with a program 
designed to improve their lives. The program includes 
prenatal care, parenting classes, drug and alcohol 
counseling and introduction to community services. We 
receive no money from the state or federal government 

and rely on fundraising activities and 
donations. Our biggest expense is 
salaries for our staff. The home is staffed 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, with 
relief workers under the supervision of a 
home director.

We need your help – both moral 
and financial. We need a more regular 
income, funds that we can count on 
each month. We hope that you will see 
this as an opportunity for you to make 
an ongoing commitment to the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home with a monthly 
monetary donation. In that way you will 
be helping to solve those overwhelming 

community problems - poverty, homelessness and drug 
addiction.

We would be happy to speak with you in person to 
explain our mission and to answer your questions. Please 
contact the Maternity Home at 530-295-8006 or send us an 
email at motherteresa530@hotmail.com.
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Much Needed Home 
Updates are Under Way

Things have been busy at the 
Mother Teresa Maternity Home. 
Right now our census is down, 
so we are taking advantage of 
this time to remodel the six 
resident rooms. Thanks to the 
Harvey L. and Maud C. Sorenson 
Foundation, our dream is 
becoming a reality!

Our bedrooms were showing 
the effects of the many women who 
have resided in them over the years. 
A spruce-up along with new beds, 
mattresses, flooring and window 
coverings became imperative.

Joann Bonini has spear-
headed this venture. She has put 
in countless hours of work to 
procure the furnishings at the 
best price possible. She has gotten 
students from Christian Brothers, 
St. Francis and Jesuit high schools 
to assist in the dismantling of 
the old furniture and window 
coverings. They also helped 
replace the old picnic tables from 
our yard. We thank them for all of 
their hard work!

One of our ex-residents has 
also been volunteering her time 
and talent, gardening, cooking and 
sorting items at the home. It is a 
joy to see her and to benefit from 
her expertise!
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A recent “graduate” of the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home program has been 
the recipient of help from our transitional 
fund. This fund was established almost 
three years ago to aid our residents as 
they move toward a life of independence. 

This 20-year-old woman held a job 
throughout her pregnancy and returned 
to work after a short maternity leave. She 
has been an exemplary resident and a 
helpmate to all at the home. 

Since her baby is three months old, she 
had to move to her own place. She has an 
apartment to share. What was lacking was 
transportation to get her infant to daycare 
and then to get herself to work. We all 
realize that keeping her job is a top priority. 

Through the transitional fund we 
purchased an Uber gift card, helped pay 
her daycare expense, gave her a check 
to get her California learner’s permit and 
driver’s license, and plan to help her with 
household items needed for day-to-day 

living. She and her baby girl have been a 
joy to us and we are confident that they 
will do well in our community. We thank 
all of you who have contributed to this 
very necessary ongoing fund.

All of the residents, staff and board members of Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home are grateful for the 17 years that Cleo 
Lute was a relief staff member of the home. Cleo announced 
her retirement earlier in the summer, and her last day of work 
was on September 21. 

We will all miss her as a role model: a woman of faith, calm 
and wisdom. She has a quiet sense of humor and a contagious 
smile. Her judgment on the job was always impeccable and 
her profession as a registered nurse aided all in the home. We 
would like to thank her dear husband, Jack Lute, for sharing 

Cleo with us and for aiding us with many of our projects throughout the years. We 
will miss you, Cleo, but await your visits to the home.

Resident Moves Forward with  
Support of Transitional Fund

Long-time Staff Member, Cleo Lute Retires

Ongoing Assistance Needed

This newborn baby girl will benefit from the 
support her mother receives as she transitions to  
a self-sufficient life.

Please remember your support of 

in your estate planning.
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We hope you will see 

this as an opportunity  

to make an on-going 

commitment to the 

Mother Teresa Maternity 

Home with a monthly 

monetary donation.

Cleo Lute
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