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Spring 2019

Golf Tournament
Monday, May 20

Cameron Park Country Club
For information, contact 
Keith Flaherty or Paul 
Gilchrest by email at 
knightsgolftournament@gmail.
com. See article on back page 
for additional information.

Fall Luncheon
Saturday, October 5

St. Patrick’s Gurnell Hall
Watch for more information 
in upcoming newsletters 
and on our Facebook page 
and website as the highly-
anticipated event date nears.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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The 16th Annual Mother Teresa Maternity 
Home Dinner and Auction held on Saturday, 
February 2, was another sellout event with 
240 guests in attendance.  The “Evening of 
Elegance” transformed Gurnell Hall into 
a beautiful Winter Wonderland filled with 
guests wearing their best and snazziest attire.

Guests were treated to live music from 
the Black Tuesday Jazz Band as they enjoyed 
delicious passed appetizers with their choice of drink 
and bid on over 50 silent auction items.  Guests also participated in the always 
popular Barrel of Wine game for a chance to win a 30-bottle package of fine wines.  
A scrumptious dinner was prepared by Master Chef Mike Inks of the Foothill Grill 
and served by the ROP students from El Dorado area high schools.

Auctioneer Jack Sweeney and our emcee Jim Yates conducted an exciting live 

Dinner Gala a Huge Success

New Residents in Our Home

16th Annual Dinner and Auction  
benefiting Mother Teresa Maternity Home

Gurnell Hall at St. Patrick’s Church  
3109 Sacramento Street      Placerville

     Join us for an 
     Evening of 
       Elegance
Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 

For more information please visit motherteresamaternityhome.com

MATERNITY HOME

We’re happy to introduce two new 
members of our maternity home family.  
Two healthy, beautiful baby girls, along 
with their mothers, are enjoying the 
comfort of a safe environment at the 
Mother Teresa Maternity Home.

In addition to these new mothers, 
we are currently housing two other 
residents with due dates later in the 
year.  Our facilities can accommodate up 
to six women and their babies at a time.

The services these women are 
receiving will offer them a head start 
and an opportunity to provide a stable, 
healthy environment for their children.

Sabrina, our most recent graduate, 
was gracious enough to share her story 
at this year’s Evening of Elegance.  A 
transcript of the speech she delivered 
is included on page two.  Read more 
about her experience at the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home and how it 
helped her and her baby transition onto 
a life path that otherwise would not 
have been available.

See ELEGANCE, continued on page 2

Welcome new babies Brooklyn (white onesie) and 
April (pink hoodie)!  Born just a day apart, these 
bundles of joy have brought extra sunshine to 
help kick off spring season here at MTMH!
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ELEGANCE                  continued from page 1 
 

In the Words of a Recent Resident
The following speech was given by our 

most recent graduate, Sabrina Duran, at 
our annual fundraising dinner in February. 
Her story is compelling and an example of 
the benefits our home provides.

Good evening everyone. My name is 
Sabrina Duran. I have been a resident of 
the Mother Teresa Maternity Home since 
the end of September. I just want to start 
by saying how thankful I am and how 
much of a blessing this program has 
been for me.

I have been through so much in my 
20 years of life from growing up in a 
troubled family, getting placed in the 
foster care system, having to emancipate 
at 16, struggling to work full-time and 
study for my GED, and experiencing 
dangerous housing situations. Even 
through all that, I have to say the past 
two years have been the most trying and 
difficult time of my life. The combination 
of bad decisions, lack of family 
support, toxic friendships, and abusive 
relationships eventually lead to my 
unplanned pregnancy and homelessness.

Thankfully I came across the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home website and 

decided to make the call. 
This program has given 
me an opportunity to 
finally get my life back 
on track.

I want to express 
how appreciative I am 
of all the wonderful 
staff members. From the 
moment I walked through 
the doors, staff treated me 
with kindness and respect. 
Staff connected me to 
local resources including 
Marshall OB/GYN, El 
Dorado Community Health Center, 
Pregnancy Counseling, The Center for 
Violence Free Relationships, El Dorado 
County WIC and Social Services, and 
Blue Ribbon temp agency. They have 
provided countless rides to all my doctor 
appointments and continue to help me 
make sure I get the proper care my baby 
and I need. In addition, staff helped 
me find employment. They edited my 
resume, found job openings, transported 
me to and from all my interviews, and I 
eventually secured jobs at both Goodwill 

and Buttercup Pantry. 
The support these women 
have shown me through 
these hard times is truly a 
blessing. They have made 
this place feel like a real 
home, and for that I am 
eternally grateful.

I am not sure what 
the future holds, because 
there’s still work to 
be done. But I can say 
that I’m confident that 
with the help from this 

program I will deliver a 
healthy baby boy, learn skills to be a great 
mother to him, secure stable housing, 
and find a job that will support us.

I am so grateful for the Mother Teresa 
Maternity Home, this program, the staff, 
and all of you wonderful and generous 
people. Because of you, I’m hopeful for 
the future and confident that I will give 
my baby boy the life he deserves.

So once again thank you, thank you, 
thank you! My name is Sabrina Duran 
and I will forever love and appreciate all 
of you!

auction which included a Carmel/
Monterey get-away, jewelry courtesy 
of Randolph’s Jewelers, and tickets 
to see the San Francisco Giants, the 
Oakland A’s and the Sacramento Kings.  
Highlighting the auction was a BBQ 
lunch at the Historic Celio Ranch in 
Meyers (Lake Tahoe) for a party of 
eight with roundtrip transportation in a 
limosine from Placerville.

Our “Fund-A-Need” gave everyone 

an opportunity to contribute to our 
much-needed Education Fund.  Monies 
raised will assist our residents who 
have had their education disrupted by 
moves, abuse and poverty. Specifically, 
the fund will be used to pay for high 
school and community college courses, 
testing fees, driver training and 
licensing fees, uniforms and equipment 
as needed.  One of our goals is to have 
them leave the Mother Teresa Maternity 

Home as a more educated woman 
with the skills necessary to obtain 
employment and become a productive 
member of our community.

Through the generosity of our 
sponsors, donors and guests, this 
event will help support the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home for the coming 
year.  Be sure to mark your calendar 
for the 17th Annual Dinner Gala on 
February 1, 2020.

Sabrina Duran with her baby boy.
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In Memory Of
Rodney Johnson by Ann Johnson & Lisa Bryant

Waldine Ribley by Dr. Jeannette Boltz

Frank Bridges by Gary & Dian Van Horn

Lynette Watchempino by Arnold Watchempino

Howard & Lucille Mosbacher by Frances Burgard

Millie Markie & Sally Bundas 

      by Edward & Theresa Markie

Jeanine Maria Leal by Gerald & Melba Leal

Verona W. Driscoll by Nelson & Maryann Passas

Kristina Moffitt by Patrick & Carole Murphy

Margaret Houlihan by Patrick & Carole Murphy

Karl Von Emster by Patrick & Carole Murphy

The aborted babies by Ed & Cindy Lewandowski

In Honor Of
Kunstel & Donahue families by Robert Kunstel 
Lee Weikert by Thomas Weikert 
Marguerite Hill by Scott & Beatrice Mahlmann 
Marguerite Hill by Vincent & Heather Hill 
Marguerite Hill by Dale & Kathleen Kasnic 
Matt & Jan Doetsch by Jack & Shirley Thompson

Spring has finally arrived and 
things are really active at the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home.

Many of you had the pleasure of 
meeting our guest speaker, Sabrina, 
at the annual gala.  She gave birth to 
a beautiful baby boy, Ty, on February 
2.  Sabrina has graduated from our 
program and was able to secure safe 
housing for herself and baby Ty with 
the help of the Transitional Fund.  We 
miss her and wish her every success in 
her promising future.  Thank you all 
who have contributed to our “Fund-
A-Need” program.

We welcomed two babies in April 
and are looking forward to two more  

 
later this year.  The expectant 
mothers have attended classes and 
received prenatal care in anticipation 
of their arrivals.

Volunteers delighted our residents 
with a jewelry making class, and 
provided a lovely lunch for all to 
enjoy together.

Cold Springs Church donated 
tickets for our residents to attend 
their Spring Into Beauty event. They 
always look forward to this day of 
pampering.

As always, the women are busy 
with jobs, classes, volunteer work, 
and their many appointments.  
Jessica Gonzalez, our home director, 
is always on the road transporting 
someone somewhere. 

HOME REPORT
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Benefit Golf Tournament to be held May 20
The Knights of Columbus will host 

a golf tournament to benefit the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home and other local 
charities at the Cameron Park Country 
Club on May 20, 2019. For the first 
time, the Holy Trinity Council will join 
the Monsignor Hayes Council of St. 
Patrick’s Parish to put on the event. This 
begins a new chapter in the fundraising 
efforts that follows a 16-year tradition 
which the Knights of St. Patrick’s in 
Placerville have graciously hosted. This 

is a major fundraising event that the 
Mother Teresa Maternity Home relies 
on each year, and we’re excited and 
appreciative of the support and resources 
of the Holy Trinity Council.

The entry fee is $175 per person 
and includes golf, cart, tee prize, door 
prize, breakfast, lunch, dinner and 
refreshments on the course. Dinner only 
or extra dinner tickets are $50. There is 
a limit of 144 golfers and 60 additional 
dinner-only guests, so sign up early! 

Registration is from 8:00-9:30 a.m. with 
a shotgun start at 10:00 a.m. You’re not 
required to register as a foursome. And, 
of course, exciting raffle and auction 
prizes will be available!

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, contact Keith Flaherty or Paul 
Gilchrist at knightsgolftournament@
gmail.com. We expect the event to sell 
out so be sure to contact us early. If 
you’d like to donate, please visit  
www.holytrinityknights.org/golf.


