
by Jane Meuser
October 1st was a joyful day for 

Mother Teresa Maternity Home! Finally 
we were able to host guests in person at 
our annual luncheon. Sandy Alexander 
greeted all with complimentary mimosas 
and Buntini cakes. The tables were 
decorated in magical themes, and the 
wine flowed freely. Colette Polaski and 
her fabulous crew served a delicious 
lunch, which was enjoyed by all. Our 
Master of Ceremonies Betty Ackley kept 
everything running smoothly.

The raffle baskets were plentiful and appealing, and every winner was happy! We 
also had a special opportunity to win a 3-night stay at a Lake Tahoe home. Our Home 
Director, Elizabeth Frey-Thomas, gave an inspiring presentation about the journeys, 
sorrows and joys of the women we serve. It was a wonderful day for all in attendance! 

In addition to the luncheon at the church, many people hosted luncheon tables at 
their homes. 

Thank you to all who contributed to this successful event. We are already looking 
forward to seeing everyone again next year!

On Tuesday, November 14, The 
Knights of Columbus and Cold 
Springs Golf Course Staff partnered 
to put on a wildly successful golf 
tournament for the Mother Teresa 
Maternity Home. It was a gorgeous 
fall day for a round of golf. Thanks 
to many mulligans and a dedicated 
beer cart crew, the 18-hole scramble 
was a huge success! 

Following the scramble, golfers 
and supporters of the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home gathered in 
the clubhouse to share a delicious 
dinner, golf awards and raffle prizes. 

A huge thank you goes out to 
the Knights of Columbus at Holy 
Trinity and St. Patrick’s Churches for 
making this annual event possible.
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The Mother Teresa Maternity 
Home; consistently present and 
consistently rising. Consistent 
donations help us secure funds 
to meet our regular staffing and 
maintenance costs.

Plan now to participate in our new 
Baby Steps Monthly Giving Program 
to automate a monthly donation to the 
Mother Teresa Maternity Home. Your 

gifts will be transferred each month 
conveniently from your checking 
account, savings account, or credit 
card directly to the Home. Due to 
the processing costs associated with 
using a credit card, we prefer you use 
your checking or savings account if 
you choose to utilize Online Giving.

Start 2023 off by following in the 
footsteps of Mother Teresa, who said 

“We cannot all do great things, but 
we can do small things with great 
love.” Your monthly commitment, 
no matter how small or large, made 
with love and generosity, helps 
strengthen the toolbox we are helping 
our residents build for their future 
outside of our Home. Sign up online 
at motherteresamaternityhome.com/.

Thank you for your support.

2023 New Year Resolution:  
Baby Steps Monthly Giving Program

FORE!

Annual Luncheon Recap

OFF TO THE RACES
Saturday, April 22, 2023
After two years of not having 
our in-person Dinner and 
Auction, The Mother Teresa 
Maternity Home is Off TO THE 
RACES! We will be breaking out 
the Mint Juleps and Big Hats on 
Saturday, April 22, 2023 and 
we hope you can join us!

Proceeds from our annual 
auction support the Mother 
Teresa Maternity Home and the 
pregnant, homeless women 
we serve. Be on the lookout 
for opportunities to sponsor or 
attend our event in the near 
future!

For more information, please 
contact Joann Bonini at  
916-337-9629



by Stephen James
I walked outside the Mother Teresa Maternity House 

conference room and heard water running. Where was 
it coming from, in September, in a drought year? After 
investigation, I learned a natural spring has been part of 
Saint Patrick’s property for decades. A system to remove 
the water was installed many years ago. It looks like the 
water goes down the drain, which is sad and a waste. 

We are looking for a solution to save the spring water 
and stop the flooding, which happens in the winter when 
the ground is saturated. We are looking for advice and 
expertise for a solution. Last year again, as before, the 
water table came up under the house. The December 
rain and natural spring brought the water level up to just 
below the heater vents. Mother Teresa Board believes 
some sort of French Drain would help eliminate this 
problem.

Mother Teresa Maternity Home private donations 
all go directly to supporting the resident’s moms and 
their children. This project has been put off for several 
years as a result of two years of in-person fundraising 
restrictions, which reduced the amount of available 

funds for home maintenance. I’m looking to resolve it, 
with your help. Please email me if you can help with 
engineering or in-kind donations to this specific project 
at stephenjjames1@aol.com.

MATERNITY HOME MATERNITY HOME

“Tools in the toolbox” … this is 
a common phrase used in health 
care and counseling. What tools 
can we put into a client’s toolbox? 
Treatment? Medication? Support? 
We aren’t therapeutic here at 
MTMH – we refer our residents out 
to a variety of local opportunities 
for physical, mental, and emotional 
care. Our focus is on making sure 
they can build a durable support 
network while they are here, for 
after they leave us. 

So then what tangible tools 
do we add, to their toolbox? Our 
residents come to us when their 
lives are in chaos. As humans, we 
learn to adapt to and expect the 
situation we are in; we help them 
to stop expecting chaos. Everyone 
deserves safety and a secure 
routine, and we can provide that. 
By introducing them to community 
options for health care, counseling 
and for personal camaraderie, 
we assist in reshaping their 
expectations into healthier forms. 

Finding opportunities for the 
development of new skills and 
knowledge for everyone in the 
Home is an ongoing project. 
Sometimes, we include our 
residents in our Staff training 
because that will also add to 
their toolbox. Recently, we had 
International Rescue Committee 
come in to do a seminar or spotting 
the signs of human trafficking 
and finding resources for the 
victims of that crime. We included 
our residents, because building 
awareness not only for themselves 
but for their peers is so important. 
Training sessions, classes, skill 
development – these are all great 
resources for everyone associated 
with MTMH.

Security. Health. Opportunity. 
Awareness. This is how we scaffold 
their success. 

That scaffolding is the tangible 
tool we are always adding to the 
toolbox.

From the Desk of the Home Director

In our last newsletter we 
incorrectly listed the title of one 
of our wonderful 2022 Winter 
Fundraiser sponsors. George 
Cook is the Chairman of El 
Dorado Savings Bank, not the 
CEO. Our apologies to George, 
and appreciation for his long 
support of the Mother Teresa 
Maternity Home.C
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LET US TAKE CARE OF YOU SO YOU CAN
SLEEP SOUNDLY AT NIGHT.

REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS.

RESIDENTIAL SALES
 COMMERCIAL SALES 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

530 676 6760  info@abornpowers.com

www.delfinofarms.com   |   @delfinofarms

In our last newsletter you got to 
hear from Teddy’s Mom about the 
ways the Mother Teresa Maternity 
Home has made a positive difference 
in her life. As that newsletter was 
arriving in mailboxes, Teddy was 
arriving at the hospital! Helping 
create that difference his mom wrote 
about means Mother Teresa Maternity 
Home helps Teddy get a great start

Would you prefer to receive our newsletter in your inbox instead of the 
mailbox? Sign up on our website at www.motherteresamaternityhome.com.

Receiving the newsletter online is another way of supporting the finances of 
the Mother Teresa Maternity Home by reducing our printing and postage costs 
associated with the mass mailing.

MTMH Backyard Runneth-Over

Meet Teddy!

Opt in for “Expectations” 
Newsletter E-mail Delivery

In Memory Of
Uncle Frankie Bridges by Dian & Gary Van Horn
Frank Bridges Jr by Elizabeth Bridges
Helen Kozar by Carole & Patrick Murphy
Patrick McIver by Carole & Patrick Murphy
Paul Schrader by Carole & Patrick Murphy
Richard Francisco Basano by Jeremiah Motak
Jim Sauber by Donna Sauber
Phil Mosbacher
Gerald Leal and Jeanine Leal by Melba Leal
Nelson J. Passas by Maryann Passas
Lucille Mosbacher by Tod & Judi Picket
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